Effervescent paracetamol poisoning: a case report.
Severe poisoning with effervescent paracetamol tablets has never been described in the literature. Indeed, the effervescent formulation contains high amounts of sodium and bicarbonate, both responsible for important emetic properties in the case of massive ingestion. Moreover, dissolving more than 6-8 tablets in the same glass appears to be difficult. We report a well-documented case of a patient with potentially hepatotoxic serum levels after the ingestion of 16 g effervescent paracetamol, apparently without vomiting. We show that the difficulties of a massive oral intake may be overcome by a slow intake. Nevertheless, this case report does not modify the important assertion that effervescent paracetamol use could limit the risk of life-threatening intoxication by a single massive acute overdose.